
There will be no swimming this 
summer at the Glenwood Aquatic 
Center.

The Glenwood City Council 
made the decision last week to keep 
the facility closed for the season 
after water leakage was detected 
following repairs to a crack in the 
water line used to fill the pool. 

The crack in a “Tee” on the water 
line, discovered in May, delayed 
the planned opening of the aquatic 
center over Memorial Day weekend. 
That repair, which required the 
removal of concrete, took several 
weeks to complete. The repair 
work did get completed in June and 
city officials planned to open the 
facility on Monday, June 27. A new 
issue surfaced, however, in the days 
leading up to the planned opening. 
Glenwood Public Works Director 
Jamey Clark said the pool was filled 
with water on Saturday, June 25, but 
by Monday, June 27, the water level 
had dropped a few feet.

The city council made the decision 
to not open the facility this summer 
at its regular meeting last Tuesday. 
An announcement was immediately 
made on the Glenwood Aquatic 
Center and City of Glenwood 
Facebook pages.

“Unfortunately, due to the ongoing 
repairs needed at the Aquatic Center 
the decision was made to not open 
the pool for the 2022 season. This 
decision was not taken lightly 
and weighs heavily on us,” the 
announcement stated. “This is not 
the outcome we had worked or 
hoped for. We will continue to repair 
the pool and work with engineers 
to comprehensively look over the 
pool and see if there are underlining 

issues that cause these ongoing 
challenges.”

The city council was informed 
on Tuesday that JEO Consulting 
Group, the engineering firm for 
the six-year-old aquatic center, had 
been notified of the problems and 
was sending a representative with 
SCUBA gear to inspect the pool. 
That inspection, conducted later 
in the week, determined joint-seal 
work will need to be completed to 
stop the water leakage. A similar 
issue forced a four-day closure of 
the aquatic center in 2018.

City Administator Amber Farnan 
said since the warranty on the 
aquatic center has expired, the 
city will be liable for the cost of 
the repairs. Farnan added that the 
decision to not the open the facility 
in 2022 was difficult to make.

“We really do feel the frustration 
of citizens,” she said.

Farnan said the city would do 
everything in its power to ensure 
repairs are made correctly and the 
facility is ready for a full season of 
swimming in 2023.

Most of Glenwood’s current city 
council members were not in their 
elected positions when engineering 
and construction firms were selected 
for the aquatic center or when the 
nearly $5 million facility was being 
built. While JEO served as the 
engineer for the project, Eriksen 

Construction was awarded the 
contracting bid. The facility opened 
in July 2016.

Several council members voiced 
their frustration over the situation at 
last week’s meeting. They questioned 
what recourse, if any, the city has in 
recovering costs associated with 

repairs to a facility that is just six 
years old.

Persons or families who purchased 
a season pass for the aquatic center 
can request a refund on the city 
website (www.cityofglenwood.
org.) or by writing to cityclerk@
cityofglenwood.org.
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Glenwood Aquatic Center won’t open in 2022

Glenwood hires new
high school principal
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The Glenwood Aquatic Center opened in July 2016.

Jennie Rubek begins duties
as new chamber director
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The Glenwood Kiwanis Club and First National Bank 
in Glenwood are once again co-sponsoring the Supplies 
4 Success program, which provides backpacks and 
school supplies to children in grades K-5 enrolled in the 
Glenwood and East Mills Community School Districts. 
The Glenwood Fraternal Order of Eagles is also making 
a financial contribution to the project.

To qualify for the program, families must meet criteria 
established by the Mills County Storehouse. Application 
forms are available at the Mills County Storehouse, Grace 

United Methodist Church, Mills County Public Health 
Office, Northeast Elementary School office and West 
Elementary School office. Applications must be returned 
to the Mills County Storehouse by Friday, July 15.

The backpacks and school supplies will be distributed 
Aug. 11, from 3-6 p.m., at the Glenwood American 
Legion Hall at the corner of First and Vine Street. 

For additional information about the program, contact 
Carol Robertson at 712-520-1223 or Michelle Wright at 
402-536-0742. 

By JOE FOREMAN
EDITOR
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The Glenwood City Council made the decision last week to not open the Glenwood Aquatic Center in 2022.

Cole Albright is the new principal at 
Glenwood Community High School.

Albright was formally approved as 
the high school’s top administrator 
by the Glenwood Community School 
District Board of Education in late 
June. He replaces Rick Nickerson, 
who resigned as principal in May to 
accept the same position at Treynor 
High School.

The hiring of Albright brings and 
entirely new leadership team to 
the high school this year. Lorraine 
Duitsman was hired as the school’s 
new assistant principal last month. 
Both began their new positions 
Friday.

“We are excited to have Cole 
Albright leading our high school,” 
said Glenwood Superintendent Devin 
Embray. “His energy and passion in 
wanting to become a lifelong Ram 
couldn’t be mistaken. His experiences 
are right in line with the direction 
we are headed as a high school and 
district.”

Albright, 32, comes to Glenwood 
after serving the last three years as the 
assistant principal at Council Bluffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School. Prior 
to that he was an English teacher 
at Saydel High School in the Des 
Moines area.

Glenwood’s reputation and his 
long admiring the district from afar 
attracted him to the position when 
Nickerson stepped down.

“Being at Thomas Jefferson and 
competing against Glenwood in quite 
a few things I had a lot of chances 

to see their success in athletics and 
activities and academics,” Albright 
said. “They’ve done a lot of good 
things. So, I looked at those pieces 
and thought this would be a good fit 
for me and my family for a long time.”

Coming from Bronson, a community 
of 300 in northwest Iowa, Albright 
always hoped to return to small town 
life one day. Glenwood gave him that 
opportunity.

“I wanted to get back to a community 
feel with the small towns around 
contributing to that and the school 
serving as the heartbeat of the 
community. That was very attractive 
to me.”

A former offensive lineman at 
Morningside College, Albright earned 

By JOEL STEVENS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Cole Albright
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The new executive director of 
the Glenwood Area Chamber of 
Commerce has hit the ground 
running.

Jennie (Davis) Rubek spent her 
first week on the job discussing 
strategic priorities with members 
of the chamber board of directors, 
doing media interviews, meeting 
chamber members and settling in 
to her new office. Rubek replaces 
Rachel Reis who is moving on 
from the chamber to a position with 
the Jennie Edmundson Hospital 
Foundation.

“Obviously, Rachel put into place 
a ton of awesome opportunities for 
me to grow from and expand upon,” 
Rubek said. “I’m excited to grow 
what she put in place.”

Rubek is an Indiana native but 
moved to Glenwood as a child 
after her mother got a federal 
government job in Omaha.

“We lived in Papillion for a year. 
Then, she wanted to live in a small 
town so she literally went on a drive 
one day and truly stumbled across 
Glenwood,” Rubek said. “She liked 
the feel of it and we moved the next 
year.”

Jennie Davis started eighth grade 
in Glenwood and graduated from 
GCHS in 2000. Many Glenwood-
area residents know Rubek as 

the person behind the camera for 
Jennie Davis Photography. Before 
accepting the executive director 
position at the chamber, Rubek 
most recently worked for Leick 
Construction. Before that, she did 
some marketing, advertising and 
photography work for Jim Hughes 
Real Estate.

Rubek said she applied for the 
chamber’s executive director 
position at the urging of friends 
and colleagues in the community 
who believe  she is a perfect fit for 

the job.
“That kind of got my wheels 

turning and then I wanted to know 
more about the job and the chamber 
,” she said. “Then, I did some 
research, talked to Rachel – met 
with her. But, truly, the reason I 
applied is my love of Mills County 
and small businesses and I like to 
connect with people, especially 
different types of people.

“I do feel like I have a good skill 
set of being able to talk to trade skill 
workers as easy as I could talk to a 
president of a bank,” she conveyed. 
“I’m able to relate to people well. 
I understand this position is a lot 
about relationships.”

Rubek said one of her priorities 
as executive director will be to 
get more industry and blue collar-
type businesses involved with the 
chamber. 

“I think it would help diversify 
the membership,” she said. “I think 
some people think the chamber of 
commerce is just made up of banks, 
insurance companies and office 
people.”

Another major priority for Rubek 
and the chamber will be to expand 
the geographical outreach of the 
organization. Specifically, the 

Jennie Rubek

School supply program applications sought
CHAMBER DIRECTOR,  Page 2A



Public Record2A WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2022

www.opinion-tribune.com
THE OPINION-TRIBUNE

Obituaries may be submitted to 
sports@opinion-tribune.com

SHERIFF’S REPORT
           Incidents
June 21 - Lake Ohana 

Market reported a theft.
June 24 - Heather Mar-

tin of Glenwood reported a 
theft.

June 25 - Michael Bennett 
of Royal Center, Ind. report-
ed a theft.

June 25 - E-Stop reported 
a theft.

Accidents
June 20 – A vehicle driv-

en by Oscar Lupercio-Cas-
taned of Tabor was driving 
an ATV down Raleigh Av-
enue when the vehicle hit a 

rut in the road causing it to 
rollover. Lupercio-Castaned 
was transported to Nebraska 
Medicine via Lifenet. His 
medical condition was not 
known as of publication.

June 26 – A vehicle driven 
by Elizabeth Baker of Es-
sex was westsbound on U.S. 

Highway 34 when a sec-
ond vehicle driven by Da-
vid Bower of Cedar Rapids 
pulled out of an intersection 
on Ingrum Avenue into Bak-
er’s path. Baker was unable 
to stop and collided with 
Bower’s vehicle. No injuries 
were reported.

OBITUARIES

DISTRICT COURT
Judge 

Jennifer Benson Bahr
Mark Sheaffer Uebele, Glen-

wood – assault while displaying 
a dangerous weapon, pleaded 
guilty, sentence suspended to 
30 days in county jail, one year 
probation, ordered to pay court 
costs and fees.

Kenneth Ray Jewett, Omaha 
– O.W.I., pleaded guilty, sen-
tence suspended to eight days 
in county jail, one year proba-
tion, ordered to pay court costs 
and fees.

Lucas Christopher Wooten, 
Treynor – O.W.I. (second of-
fense),  pleaded guilty, sen-
tenced to serve seven days 
in county jail with credit for 
time previously served in 
Pottawattamie County, DNA 

requirement, ordered to pay 
$1,875 fine (one half waived 
with proof of  driver’s license), 
ordered to pay court costs and 
fees.

Bruce W. Kohler, 61, North 
Canton, Ohio – O.W.I. (third 
offense), pleaded guilty, sen-
tence suspended to 30 days in 
county jail, one year probation, 
DNA requirement, ordered to 
pay $1,875 fine, court costs 
and fees.

Jamie Lee Ward, Glenwood 
– O.W.I., pleaded guilty, sen-
tenced to serve two days in 
county jail with credit for time 
previously served, ordered 
to pay $1,250 fine (one half 
waived with driver’s license), 
court costs and fees.

Andrew Lee Edwards, Des 

Moines – obstructing prosecu-
tion or defense, pleaded guilty, 
sentenced to serve 60 days in 
county jail; eluding law en-
forcement officers, pleaded 
guilty, sentenced to serve 60 
days in county jail; posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine), pleaded 
guilty, sentenced to serve 60 
days in county jail, sentences 
to run concurrently, DNA re-
quirement, ordered to pay court 
costs and fees.

Daniel Edward Fitch, Pa-
cific Junction – driving while 
license is denied or revoked, 
pleaded guilty, sentenced to 
serve two days in county jail, 
ordered to pay $430 fine, court 
costs and fees.

Ryan Patrick Hinkel, Coun-

cil Bluffs – operating a motor 
vehicle with an expired license, 
pleaded guilty, ordered to pay 
$260 fine, court costs and fees. 

Judge 
Michael Donn Hooper

Clayton Allen Miller – 
O.W.I., pleaded guilty, sen-
tenced to serve two days in 
county jail with credit for time 
previously served and Second 
Chances program, ordered to 
pay  $625 fine (one half waived 
with driver’s license), court 
costs and fees.

Caleb S. Driggers, Omaha 
– O.W.I., pleaded guilty, sen-
tenced to serve two days in 
county jail, ordered to pay 
$1,250 fine, court costs and 
fees.

Janet Marie Hastie, 64
Feb. 27 1948 – July 2, 2022

Janet Marie Hastie, 74 of Glenwood, passed away July 2, 
2022 at her rural Glenwood home.  Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. July 8, 2022 at the Loess Hills Funeral Home 
in Glenwood.  Visitation will be held one hour prior to the 
service beginning at 1p.m. Burial will be in the Waubonsie 
Cemetery. 

Janet is survived by husband Raymond Wylie of Glenwood; 
and  daughter Brandie (Kevin) Woodyard of  Shenandoah.

Memorials directed to the family. Loess Hills Funeral Home 
in Glenwood is caring for Janet and her family.

CHAMBER DIRECTOR
From Page 1A

Plattsmouth man dies in Mills County crash
A single-vehicle accident last Friday 

night or early Saturday morning southeast 
of Pacific Junction claimed the life of a 
Plattsmouth, Neb., man.

According to a report from the Iowa 
State Patrol, a 2002 BMW 325 driven 
by 28-year-old Dane W. Carlson of 
Plattsmouth was traveling east on 221st 
Street, near 210th, when his vehicle failed 

to negotiate a curve. The car continued in 
a straight line, off the road to the right and 
into a ditch, where it rolled several times.

The car was observed in the ditch 
by a passing motorist shortly after 6 
a.m. Saturday. Investigators believe the 
accident occurred late Friday night or 
early Saturday morning.

Carlson died in the crash. His 

passenger, 33-year-old Steven S. Elliott, 
of Plattsmouth, was seriously injured 
and transported by medical helicopter to 
CHI-Bergen Mercy Hospital in Omaha. 
The driver and passenger were wearing 
their seat belts.

The Mills County Sheriff’s Office and 
Glenwood Fire and Rescue assisted at the 
scene Saturday morning.

Michael Lynn Miller 81,
Sept. 8, 1940 – July 1, 2022

Janet Marie Hastie, 74 of Glenwood, passed away July 2, 
2Michael Lynn Miller, 81, of Glenwood, passed away on July 
1, 2022.  Graveside services with military honors will be held 
July 8, 2022 at 9 a.m. at the Silver City Cemetery.  Memorials 
are directed to the family. 

Michael is survived by wife Wendy Hornstein-Miller; and 
his children, Stuart Miller (Susie), Scott Miller, and Shelly 
Ross.

Loess Hills Funeral Home in Glenwood is caring for Mi-
chael and his family.

Pamela Madsen, 61,
Feb. 27, 1961 – July 1, 2022

Pamela (Thu) Madsen, 61, of Glenwood, passed away 
peacefully in her home with her family by her side on July 1, 
2022.   A local visitation will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
July 7, 2022 at the Loess Hills Funeral Home in Glenwood. 

The Celebration of Life services will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
An additional visitation will be held in Graettinger, on July 
8, 2022 at Bethel Lutheran Church from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
The church services will be on, July 9, 2022, at 10:30 a.m. at 
Bethel Lutheran Church. 

chamber wants to have a 
more visible presence in 
eastern Mills County. 

“I  think in  the past , 
Glenwood and western 
Mills County has kind 
of been the focus, even 
though the reach goes out 
to Emerson, Hastings and 
Henderson,” she said. “We 
have plans in place to show 
eastern Mills County that 
we are here and will be 
here for them.” 

A th i rd  p r io r i ty  fo r 
Rubek will be to get more 
young people under the 

age of 40 involved in the 
chamber and the greater 
Mills County community. 
She senses a shift in recent 
years of more young people 
wanting to have a role in 
shaping their community. 

“We want young people 
in Mills County and we 
want them involved in 
Mills County,” she said. 

Rubek is married with 
two children – Jack Davis, 
13, and Joah Davis, 10. 
Her husband, Nick Rubek, 
is  a banker and sports 
writer.

GCHS PRINCIPAL
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 his teaching degree before going 
on to earn his graduate degree in 
educational administration at the 
University of South Dakota.

Albright’s trajectory from 
English teacher to principal 
charts a quick rise in just nine 
years in education. He credits his 
advancement to a steady mix of 
conviction, integrity and leading 
by example. As the oldest of 
four siblings, one of which has 
developmental disabilities, he said 
he assumed a leadership role early.

“I think all that’s been a big part 
of it,” he said. “And I’ve always 
been a hungry person in terms of 
being ambitious. A lot of times 
people are ambitious tend to 
look for easy ways to goals and 
that’s never been something I’m 
interested in. I’ve always believed 
in being hard working, having 
integrity and conviction.”

As an administrator he considers 
mental health, connecting 
student, families and teachers 
and also preparing and providing 
opportunities for students in their 
post-high school life as the issues 
closest to his heart.

“With the pandemic there’s 
been an emphasis on mental 

health and getting people back 
into the swing of things and 
schools have played a huge part 
in that,” he said. “Trying to get 
our young people back on track 
and excited about learning and 
what the next steps are after high 
school, whether its college or 
trades. A lot of that comes back to 
making school a place where our 
teachers and students and parents 
are a part of it.”

He’s a big believer in “if things 
are going well, it’s culture and 
if things aren’t going well, its 
culture.”

“I want to make an emphasis on 
that and what we’re building here. 
We want to define what it means 
to be a Glenwood Ram and I feel 
the clearer we can be with that 
and what our expectations are 
in the environment is something 
that is very close to me.”

Albright is a father of three 
children, ranging in age from 
12 to 5, who will be enrolling in 
Glenwood schools this fall. He 
and his wife, who is a third-grade 
teacher and track coach in the 
East Mills School District, are 
currently scouring Glenwood for 
a new home.
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Secretary of Ag candidate calls for ‘new vision’

Glenwood Public Library earns state accreditation

JOE FOREMAN / OPINION-TRIBUNE

Billy McGuigan returns to Glenwood this week for a Saturday 
evening performance at the Davies Amphitheater.

It’s a doubleheader week-
end at the Davies Amphithe-
ater this week with shows 
planned for both Saturday and 
Sunday evening.

Omahan Billy McGuigan 
is returning to Glenwood 
Saturday for another perfor-
mance on the amphitheater 
stage. McGuigan’s show is 
traditionally one of the most 
attended events on the Da-
vies summer schedule. He’s 
known for presenting a “non-
stop, high energy, rock and 
roll extravaganza!”

McGuigan promises con-
cert goers will get to hear their 
favorite rock songs played 
with high energy and en-
thusiasm McGuigan and his 
band will take their audience 
on a journey from the 50s 
rock and roll of Elvis Presley, 
Buddy Holly and the Everly 
Brothers to the psychedelic 
60s of the Rolling Stones, the 
Beatles and a string of one-hit 
wonders. 

They’ll capture the sounds 
of the 70s, playing the mu-
sic of Fleetwood Mac, The 
Eagles and the piano men 
– Billy Joel and Elton John. 
They play American Rock to 
British Invasion and every-
thing in between,

McGuigan has received 
national attention and critical 
acclaim for his dynamic por-
trayal of the legendary Buddy 
Holly in his show Rave On! 
The Buddy Holly Experience 
and has been recognized for 
having one of the most in-
novative shows touring the 
country, Yesterday and To-
day: The interactive Beatles 
Experience. 

He has sold out theaters all 

across North America and 
has broken box office and 
attendance records in several 
theaters across the country. 
McGuigan has won countless 
awards for his work including 
the Spotlight Award for Best 
Actor in a Musical, an Omaha 
Entertainment and Arts Award 
for Yesterday and Today, the 
Midland Business Journals 
40 under 40 award and the 
Alumni Award in Excellence 
in Public Service awarded 
by the faculty and staff at the 
University of Nebraska.

Tickets for Saturday’s per-
formance are $15 at the gate. 
No advance purchase tickets 
are being offered and Davies 
Amphitheater Gold Cards 
will not be accepted for ad-
mission.

Sunday evening, the South-
west Iowa All-Stars will per-
form a free-will donation 
concert for the Mills County 
Relay For Life on the Davies 
Amphitheater stage. A local 
young and aspiring performer, 
Abby Lorimor, will be the 
opening act.

The SW Iowa All-Stars 
are a group of four musical 
friends who got together for 
the first time last year to play 
several concerts benefitting 
the Tanner Foss Project, a 
non-profit that provides op-
portunities for young people 
who have talent and interest 
in the fine arts. The group 
includes Amy Demlow on 
vocals and keyboards; Greg 
Gerdes on percussion; DaVal 
Johnson on bass guitar and 
vocals; and John Scherle on 
guitar and vocals. Amphithe-
ater goers can expect to hear 
some classic rock and roll 
and original music from the 
All-Stars.

The shows on Saturday and 
Sunday both begin at 7 p.m.

County fair queen to be crowned Friday
The 2022 Mills County Fair Queen 

Coronation will take place Friday at 
8 p.m. in the Lakin Community Cen-
ter on the  Mills County Fairgrounds. 
This year’s fair queen candidates are:

Alissa Brummer, 18-year-old 
daughter of Todd and Julie Brummer 
of Glenwood.  

Lilly Proctor, 18-year-old daughter of 
Denny and Babe Proctor of Emerson.  

Alysia Montgomery, 17-year-old 
daughter of Clint and Dessa Mont-
gomery of Emerson. 

Ann Barrett, 17 year-old-daughter 
of Steve and Paula Barrett of Malvern.  

Sydney Rohrberg, of Glenwood is 
the 16 year-old-daughter of Bobbie 
Hancock and Dan Rohrberg. 

Maggie Begbie, 19-year-old daugh-
ter of Gary and Susie Begbie of 
Glenwood. 

 Madilynn Marburger, 18-year-old 
daughter of Phil and Jenny Mar-
burger of Malvern.  

Isabel Griffin,18-year-old daugh-
ter of Marty and Rebecca Griffin of 
Glenwood. 

Alissa Brummer Isabel GriffinMaggie BegbieAnn Barrett

Lilly Proctor Sydney RohrbergAlysia MontgomeryMadilyn Marburger

Two shows on tap this week
at the Davies Amphitheater
By JOE FOREMAN
EDITOR
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The SW Iowa All-Stars will perform a free-will donation concert at 
the Davies Amphitheater Sunday, benefiting the Relay For Life.

The State Library of Iowa has an-
nounced that the Glenwood Public 
Library has met the conditions for state 
accreditation as outlined in “In Service 
to Iowa: Public Library Standards Sixth 
Edition.” 

Achieving accreditation requires 
a significant, ongoing local commit-
ment to high quality library services.
The Glenwood Public Library has been 
recognized for its efforts in all areas of 
library operations including governance 
and funding, staffing, library collection, 
services, public relations, access, and 
facilities. The accreditation status began 
July 1, 2022, and is valid through June 
30, 2025.

“The director and board of trustees of 
the Glenwood Public Library and the city 
of Glenwood are to be commended for 
this achievement and their commitment 
to excellence in public library services 
for their community,” said State Librar-
ian Michael Scott.

Of Iowa’s 543 public libraries, 403 
– including the Glenwood Public Li-
brary – are accredited. Iowa’s accredited 
public libraries are recognized for being 
responsive to their communities and for 
exhibiting excellence in their provision 
of library services. More than two-thirds 
of all Iowans have active public library 
cards. Iowa libraries play key roles in 
workforce and economic development, 
lifelong learning and e-government ac-
tivities. Iowans use their libraries to find 
jobs, do homework, locate a good book 

to read, research medical conditions, ac-
cess government information, and more.

Accredited libraries receive a higher 
rate of compensation through the State 
Library’s Enrich Iowa program. They 
also receive a Certificate of Accreditation 
signed by Gov. Kim Reynolds, Lt. Gov. 
Adam Gregg, State Librarian Michael 
Scott and Iowa Commission of Libraries 
Chairperson Carrie Falk.

For more information on the State 
Library’s accreditation program, and to 
view the Public Library Standards, go to 
www.statelibraryofiowa.gov/index.php/
libraries/search/accred-stand. 

About the Glenwood Public Library
The Glenwood Public Library strives 

to promote literacy, facilitate the use of 
technology and meet the informational 
and recreational needs of the commu-
nity. For more information, please visit 
www.glenwood.lib.ia.us.

About the State Library of Iowa
The State Library of Iowa actively 

champions libraries. Its two roles are 
improving library services in Iowa 
and delivering specialized information 
services to state government and to 
Iowans. More information is available 
online at www.StateLibraryofIowa.gov.
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The Glenwood Public Library’s state accreditation status is valid through June 2025.

“I think we need a new vision for 
Iowa agriculture that builds on the 
tremendous productivity of the system 
we have,” said Polk County Soil and 
Water Commissioner John Norwood, 
who is running for Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture as a Democrat and recently 
visited southwest Iowa. “I’m a solu-
tions guys. I don’t want to just point 
out all the problems without identifying 
what the strategies are,” Norwood said. 

Norwood said if Iowa were its own 
country, it would be a top 10 producer 
of the world. Therefore he said it needs 
a secretary of agriculture who can 
execute and build scalable systems, 
because the 23 million acres in Iowa 
is a very large system. 

“There is only one state that beats us 
in terms of their ag economy and that is 
California, which has 40 million people 
where we have 3.2 million people. 
California is also three times the size 
of Iowa geographically,” Norwood ex-
plained. “We are extremely productive, 
but our system is out of balance. We 
need to add the concepts of resiliency, 
diversity and inclusiveness if we’re go-
ing to have a truly sustainable system.”

Norwood was born and raised in 
Massachusetts on one of the original 
farming communities in the country, 
part of what was then the Sudbury 
Plantation, founded in 1638. 

After graduating from college, Nor-
wood worked for the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority in the capi-
tal engineering department regarding 
water. He then obtained his master’s 
in agriculture from the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies, 
now known as the Yale School of the 
Environment. 

Norwood also ran an agricultural 
land trust in California and briefly 
worked with the Secretary of Resources 

of California. He has lived in Iowa 
since 2002 and was elected as the Polk 
County soil and water commissioner 
in 2017. 

“I am really passionate about ag-
riculture and the management of our 
lands and waters,” Norwood said. “I 
have a really good window of what 
is working and what isn’t working in 
our present system. I realize I can only 
do so much at the county level as a 
county commissioner. There are many 
good things about Iowa but we want to 
build it to last, which is the theme of 
my campaign.” 

One issue Norwood would like to 
tackle is polluted waters. He explained 
one billion pounds of nitrogen on av-
erage each year flows down the Mis-
souri and Mississippi rivers, creating 
a hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico 
as well as hypoxic zones across Iowa. 

“Saylorville Lake becomes hypoxic 
in the summer months, growing algae 
that produces toxins that float down the 
Des Moines River. That is a problem.”

He continued to say there are 700 
impacted bodies of water in the state, 
a list that continues to get longer, not 

shorter. 
A second issue, said Norwood, is that 

Iowa has lost one-third of the topsoil, 
sending 10 times the rate of topsoil 
down the river than what is produced. 

“The department of agriculture has 
been an obstruction in some of the 
things we’ve wanted to do. They just 
aren’t moving quick enough,” Nor-
wood said.  “Water quality is a huge 
issue; it’s close to a crisis and the soil 
loss, if we don’t change some of the 
things we are doing in the next 50 years 
we may have severely degraded soils 
in many places in Iowa and that’s not 
fair for future generations. We can’t 
squander the resource because we’re 
making a lot of money today and not 
really thinking about tomorrow.” 

Norwood’s vision for Iowa agri-
culture “builds on our tremendous 
commodity productivity,” but also 
addresses the “missing pieces” of re-
siliency, diversity, and sustainability.

“As the Secretary of Agriculture, 
it’s not the secretary of just the corn, 
beans and hogs. It’s the secretary of 
food, land and water,” Norwood said. 
“We need, fundamentally, a different 
approach.” 

Norwood has ideas to engage new 
farmers: promote small organic farms 
and specialty farms, urban farming 
concepts, and even “a farm park” in 
each county where new farmers could 
get access to land, capital, and labor 
-- diversified farms which can be profit-
able on a small number of acres. 

Growing up on the east coast, living 
on the west coast for 10 years and hav-
ing been in Iowa the past 20 plus years 
gives Norwood a unique perspective of 
the Hawkeye state, he said. 

“The Iowans I have met want to have 
a legacy; it’s a people that are both 
humble and proud of the state they live 
in. We want to pass things on to where 
they are at least as good as what we 
got, if it’s not better.”
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Democratic candidate for Iowa Secre-
tary of Agriculture John Norwood.

By TESS NELSON
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Annual Mills County Fair begins Friday in Malvern
The 2022 Mills County Fair will 

kick off with a full day of activities 
on Friday, July 8, beginning with the 
4-H Dog Show at 8 a.m. in the com-
mercial building. The Sheep Show 
will begin at 10 a.m. in the livestock 
show arena. 

 The KICK OFF BARBECUE 
(with a free will donation) serving 
begins at 5:30 p.m. in the Charles 
E & Florence M Lakin Center. 4-H 
Share the Fun will take place at 6:30 
p.m., followed by Opening Ceremo-
nies with Flag Presentation and 4-H 
Senior Recognition. At 7:15 p.m., the 
crowning of Lil’ Miss and Jr. Miss 
Fair Queens, along with Lil’ Mr. and 
Lil’ Jr. Fair King will take place. 

The crowning of the 2022 Mills 
County Fair Queen will take place at 
8 p.m.   

Paid gate night events for 2022 
Mills County Fair will include Mo-
tocross Races on Saturday, July 9, 
and Mud Races on Sunday, July 10.  
Motocross begins at 6 p.m. and Mud 
Races begin at 5 p.m. in the grand-
stand area. No alcoholic beverages 
will be allowed to be brought onto 
the Mills County Fairgrounds prem-
ises due to a liquor license on site.  
These events are open to the public 
and cost is $10 per adult and $5 for 
children 12 and under, per event. 

Barnyard Critters will be housed in 
the Bomgaars Barn at the top of the 
hill.  Hours for the Bomgaars Barn 
will be Saturday, Sunday, and Mon-
day 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.  Tuesday hours 
will be 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  A variety of 
animals will be on display for your 
viewing pleasure, along with educa-
tional information.

4-H and FFA shows will take place 
across all the days  of the fair.  The 
final event is the Livestock Auction 
on Tuesday, beginning at 4 p.m., 
along with the Pie Auction, Wood 
Carvings Auction, and Quilt raffle 
drawing.   A complete schedule of 
4-H and FFA shows and events, and 
Open Class and Contest entry infor-
mation is available at the ISU/Mills 
County Extension & Outreach web-
site:  www.extension.iastate.edu/
mills or the Mills County Fair Face-
book Page. 

The 2022 Mills County Fair will 
include the following activities:

Free Face Painting and Balloons
Noon – 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 9, 

in show arena and Sunday, July 10, 
from 2 - 4 p.m. inside the Lakin Cen-
ter. Pony Rides Saturday and Sunday

Pony rides will be available to 
youth from 10:00 am – 2:00 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday on the fair-
grounds. 

 Friday, July 8 
Breakfast

Rise and Shine for a complimen-
tary breakfast from 7- 8:30 a.m. or 
until food runs out.

Barbecue 
The annual Mills County Fair Bar-

becue will be held on Friday, begin-
ning at 5:30 pm. in the Charles E & 
Florence M Lakin Community Cen-
ter. This is a free -will donation event 
with donations going toward mainte-
nance and upkeep of the fairgrounds. 
Admission to the fairgrounds is free 
Friday.

Opening Ceremony
The Opening Ceremony of the 

Mills County Fair will be at 7 p.m. 
with presentation of flags and intro-
duction of Mills County Fair Board 
Graduation Senior 4-H’ers will also 
be recognized.  

 
Royalty Crownings

The crowning of Lil’ Miss (girls 
ages 6 – 10), Jr Miss (girls ages 11 – 
15), and Lil’ Mr (boys ages 6 – 10), Jr 
Boys (boys ages 11-15) will be held 
at the Lakin Center beginning at 7:15 
p.m. These contestants have been 
judged in advance, and will receive 
their crowns and placings at this 
time. It will be free admission for 
spectators to come and watch these 
young citizens receive their gifts.  All 
of children entered will get to be a 
special part of the fair throughout 
the week. Fair goers are invived to 
look for them with their crowns and 
sashes.

County Fair Queen Crowning
Contestants will be judged be-

fore the fair, and this contest will 
culminate with the crowning of the 
2022 Mills County Fair Queen.  The 
crowning will take place at the Lakin 

Center at approximately 8 p.m. The 
fair queen will represent Mills Coun-
ty at the Iowa State Fair in August.

Movie
County Council is sponsoring a 

movie at dark on the fairgrounds.

Saturday, July 9
Breakfast

Fair goers can enjoy a Saturday 
morning free breakfast on the fair-
grounds, They will begin serving in 
the show arena at 7:30 a.m.

Fun Run
The Mills County Fair Fun Run 

will include a 5K, 10K, and -mile 
run. Call 402-955-9440 for details.

 
Open Class Exhibits

Preschool youth through adults 
are invited to enter their workman-
ship in the many different areas of 
Open Class Competition. Divisions 
include Fruits and Vegetables, Flow-
ers, Quilting, Clothing, Art, Hobbies, 
Crafts, Photography, Pantry and Cu-
linary.  

Entrants can bring their exhibits 
to the Open Class building between 
8 a.m. and noon on Saturday, with 8 
- 9 a.m. reserved for those ages 50-
plus. Judging takes place Saturday 
afternoon and items are on display 
throughout fair week. Entry is free. 
Open Class Fair books are available 
at Mills County Extension Office 
and on Mills County Fair Facebook 
page.

Baby Contest
Mills County Fair is seeking con-

testants for the 2022 Mills County 
Fair Baby Contest, which will be 
held on Saturday, July 9, 9:30 a.m. in 
the air-conditioned Lakin Center.    

Registration begins at 9 a.m. and 
the contest will begin at 9:30 a.m.  
No late entries will be accepted.  Age 
categories include:  0-5 months, 6-12 
months, and 13-24 months. Future 
Mills County Fair Queen and Future 
Little Mr. Mills County Fair (dressy 
attire); Miss Summer Fun and Mr. 
Summer Fun (beach/swimwear); and 
Sweetest Smile (ease of smile for the 
judges).  Parent(s) of the participant 
must be a Mills County resident.  

Age categories are based on the age 
of the child at the time of the contest.  
No registration will be accepted after 
the start of the judging group.  

Baking/Cooking Contest
Any and all fair goers are invited 

to participate in the Chocolate Chip 
Cookies or Strawberry Dessert com-
petition in the Lakin Center. Choco-
late Chip Cookies will take place 
on Saturday at 1:30 pm. Strawberry 
Dessert is Sunday at 12:30 pm.  
There is no entry fee.  . 

Open Class Pet Show
Youth are invited to bring a pet for 

the Pet Show in the show arena on 
Saturday, July 9, at 1:30 p.m.  All pets 
will be judged as the youth discusses 
the animal with the judge. Partici-
pants will receive ribbons. The pet 
must be on a leash or in a carrier.

Caricature Portraits
Mary Sneed will find a spot to sit 

and do portraits of anyone who wants 
one.  She’ll do individuals or a group-
ing. 

Ugly Cake Contest 
Use your imagination and design 

a cake to win the honor of being the 
creator of the ugliest cake in Mills 
County.  

Entries are due in the Obrecht 
Commons building between 10:30 - 
11 a.m. on Saturday.  The cake must 
be on a disposable tray, covered with 
saran wrap, and will be thrown away 
at the end of the fair.  Three age cat-
egories:  9 and under, 10 – 17 years 
of age, or 18-plus years of age.  Then 
as a fair goer, be sure to stop by 
throughout the fair and vote for your 
favorite by dropping money into the 
cup for your favorite one.  

Bingo (Saturday and Monday)
Bring your friends and challenge 

them to a game of Bingo at the fair! 
Sit and relax while playing a few 
games of Bingo in the Obrecht Com-
mons on Saturday, July 9, from 3-5 
p.m.  On Monday, fair goers can en-
joy Bingo in the air conditioned La-
kin Center from 11 a.m.  – 1 p.m. The 
cost is 25 cents per card per game. 

Hula Hoop Contest
Hula hoops are provided or con-

testants can bring their own at 3:30 
pm inside Lakin Center. All ages are 
welcome.  

Dog Agility and Challenge 
Competition   

4-H members will guide their dogs 
as they show off their skills in com-
pleting jumps, going through tunnels 
and other obstacles during the Dog 
Agility Competition on Saturday at 
4 p.m. 

Sunday, July 10
Breakfast

Enjoy a free Sunday breakfast, 
beginning at 6:30 a.m. in the show 
arena.  

Church Service
Come and worship at the fair!  

Church services will be on Sunday at 
10 a.m. inside Lakin Center. Services 
will be led by Pastor Ken Demlow of 
Hillsdale United Methodist Church.  

Papa Kerry’s Train Ride
All ages can enjoy free rides on 

Papa Kerry’s Train Ride.  Sunday, 
July 10, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., south 
of the horse arena. 

Working Exhibits, 
Educational Presentations  

Kids can also take on challenges 
of doing hands-on, make-and-take it 
activities within the working exhibits 
by 4-H members that begin at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday in the Lakin Center.  

Poultry Events
This is a fun one to participate 

and to watch. Let go of your frustra-
tions as you participate in the Rubber 
Chick’n Chuck’n Contest at 11 a.m. 
near the poultry barn.

Plant ID Contest
New this year on Sunday, July 10, 

between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. See if 
you can identify the plants that the 
Mills County Master Gardeners will 
have on display.  Cash winnings for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd places in two divi-
sions, Youth ages 17 and under and 
Adults ages 18 and up.

Myers Pedal Tractor Pulls
Myers Pedal Tractor Pull will be 

returning to the 2022 fair. The con-
test is for kids ages 4 – 12.  Check out 
the website of www.myerspedala-
tractorpulls.net for rules. Registra-
tion begins at 12:30 p.m. with the 
contest beginning at 1 p.m. 

Strawberry Dessert
A homemade strawberry dessert 

contest will take place at 12:30 p.m. 
inside the Lakin Center.  Open to all 
ages and free to enter.  Find more in-
formation on Mills County Fair face-
book or in open class book. 

Free activities for Kids 
Sunday is a fun-filled day for kids.  

There will be face Painting and bal-
loons again as they return at 2 p.m., 
ending at 4 p.m. in the Lakin Cen-
ter.  Local 4-H Clubs will be hosting 

the free Kids Carnival from 2:30 – 
4 p.m.  Also inside the Lakin Cen-
ter where kids can try their skills at 
various games.  SW Iowa Squadron 
of Heroes plans to begin at 2:30 p.m. 
Have your camera ready for those 
great photo props of your kids with 
the heroes.    . 

Monday, July 11
Breakfast

Breakfast will be served at 7 a.m. 
in the show arena.

Swine Calling Contest
A new event for 2022, bring your 

voices and compete in the Swine 
Calling Contest.  Sooo-o-oeeyyy or 
maybe you know a better way! 

Open Class Pie Baking
Youth and adults  may participate 

in the Open Class Pie Baking con-
test. Bring your fresh baked pie (Pies 
requiring refrigeration-dairy, cream, 
or meat pies, are not accepted). Pies 
should be brought to the Lakin Cen-
ter at 10 a.m. to compete for cash 
prizes.

Tuesday, July 12
Pie Eating Contest
Who likes pie? Come and take part 

in the pie eating contest at 11:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday of the fair in the show 
arena.  

Ken Wade Memorial
 Round Robin Showmanship 

Contest
Watch the top showmen in four 

different animal species exhibit their 
skills as they vie for overall show-
manship champion. Each youth will 
be tasked with demonstrating show-
manship in beef, sheep, swine and 
goats. This contest will take place in 
the show arena at 2 p.m.

Premium Auction
4-H Pie Auction 

A premium auction for the youth 
exhibitors who have shown market 
livestock will be held on Tuesday, 
July 12. The auction will be held in 
the show arena on the fairgrounds 
beginning at 4 p.m.  Individuals and 
businesses are invited to attend the 
auction to support Mills County 4-H 
and FFA. 

During the auction, individuals 

and businesses will also have the op-
portunity to support the 4-H Endow-
ment fund by bidding on pies from 
the 4-H Pie Contest. A representative 
from each 4-H club will bake a pie 
to be auctioned. Money from the sale 
of 4-H pies will be used for scholar-
ships to help 4-H members attend 
camps, conferences and post high 
school programs.

Also, during the auction, the wood 
carvings that have been done by Gary 
Keenan during the fair will be auc-
tioned off.  A drawing will take place 
for the winner of the quilt raffle.  

The attendance and support of 
merchants and interested individuals 
at the auction is always appreciated.  
The support of auction bidders con-
tinues to make this a successful event 
for youth participants.  Further infor-
mation may be obtained by calling 
Holly Vinton at 402-618-3478.

Other Special Events
Throughout the fair there are other 

special activities taking place.  Wood-
carver Gary Keenan is returning.  He 
will carve throughout the day on Sat-
urday and Sunday. 

Silent Auction items will be avail-
able during the fair.  They will be on 
display and bidding inside the Lakin 
Center when the BBQ begins.  The 
items will then be moved to the com-
mercial building for the rest of the fair 
with bids closing at 8 p.m. on Monday, 
July 11, but available again on Tuesday 
from 2 - 4 p.m., in the show arena area. 

4-H events and shows will take 
place throughout the week. For full the 
schedule and details about events, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/mills, 
or the MillsCounty Facebook page, 
where schedules, and open class infor-
mation is posted.  You may also con-
tact any fair board member for further 
guidance or call ISU/Mills County 
Extension, 712-624-8616. 

Mills County Fair Board members 
can also be of assistance to help guide 
you in the right direction:  Bob Blum, 
Mary Bolton, Brent Burgoin, Nicole 
Grindle, Melissa Haley, Rusty Hol-
bert, AJ Hughes, Jared Mabary, Julie 
Neuhalfen, Gregg Schoening, Troy 
Smith, Holly Vinton or Ryan Wilgen-
busch. 

Exhibit Release
All youth and adult exhibits will 

be released following the auction on 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

p
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Lil’ Miss Mills County Fair Queen candidates. Front row: Eloise Dowell, Maggie Wells, Romie Wells, Lorelei Stephens, 
Taylor Akridge, Sawyer Smith, Karlee Montgomery. Back row: Aubree Stevenson, Mackenzie Wells,  Mikayla Bran-
don, Denver King, Addilyn Loparco, Corinne Kahl and Adyson Smith with 2021 Lil ‘ Miss Mills County Fair Queen 
Kaeleen Smith.
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Junior Miss Mills County Fair Queen candidates: Allie Neuhalfen, Joli Johnston, Lyla 
Henderson, Audraya Loparco, Jaylyn Reeves and Angelica Pracht.
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Junior Mr. Mills County Fair 
King candidate Riley Streight.
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Lil’ Mr. Mills County Fair King candidates William Lynn, Deacon Pracht, Isa-
iah Pracht and Jonah Pracht.



If you’re like me, and I always 
feel better if someone else is, the 
length of time you need to pack for 
a trip is just slightly less than the 
length of time you have available to 
do it in. 

You start out in the “I have all the 
time and room I need to pack what-
ever will make me feel at home 
while I’m away” phase of your 
journey. You still don’t want to do 
it though. 

So your packing begins as a lei-
surely, disorganized ritual, but soon 
degenerates into the “I have to get 
this done! Wait! Did I remember 
socks?” stage of your trip. That’s 
exactly what’s going through your 
mind as you sit on your suitcase, 
trying to zip it. You finally give up 
and toss a few things out. You won’t 
discover until later that you really 
need some of them—your pants, for 
example.

A similar situation arises when 
you pack your car. You do a fabu-
lous job! You’re proud of yourself, 
and you should be. Everyone’s lug-
gage fits! Unfortunately, the trunk 
won’t close. Or worse; you discover 
that you forgot to leave space for 
some very important items: your 
passengers. 

You take some things out of the 
car, rearrange, and put them back 
in—most of them anyway. You 
won’t realize until you reach your 
destination, exhausted and ready to 
rest, that your spouse’s suitcase is 
sitting forlornly in your driveway, 
waiting for your return. 

But that’s the furthest thing from 
your mind as you drive away from 
home. That’s because you’ve en-
tered the “Did I lock the front door?” 
stage of your vacation, though lock-
ing the front door doesn’t begin to 
cover everything you’re imagining. 

As you get farther and farther 
from home, you start to wonder if 
someone left the space heater on, 
even though no one in the family 
has used it since December, and it’s 
now July. 

Then you wonder if you left the 
water running in the bathroom 
sink, even though you’ve never left 
the water running before. But, two 
hours from home, you’re convinced 
that you did, and that you probably 
left the drain plugged too, though 
you rarely plug the drain. You’re 

sure that, by this time, water is 
pouring over the side of the sink, 
and it will be for the duration of 
your trip. This is exactly the kind 
of stress that makes vacations so 
important.

You don’t mention your anxiety to 
anyone. You just snap at them. But 
they don’t suspect, because that’s 
what family vacations are for. And 
you resist the urge to turn back, so 
eventually you arrive safely at your 
destination. 

But you can’t relax yet. You’re 
now entering the, “Who cares if I 
left the water running; I forgot to 
pack pants,” phase of your trip. You 
dig through any baggage you re-
membered to bring—including the 
cooler. (In that last minute rush to 
finish packing, anything could have 
happened.) Then you dig through it 
all again. And again. 

No pants! 
Plus, after all the digging, your 

suitcase looks like your laundry 
basket back home. Living out of a 
suitcase is hard enough; living out 
of laundry basket is even tougher, 
though I’m not sure why. You’ve 
been doing it for years. 

Despite everything, you’re hav-
ing a pleasant vacation. It would be 
even better if you weren’t spending 
so much of it shopping for every-
thing you left behind, and better 
still if your spouse didn’t keep re-
minding you of the fact. 

At last it’s time to head home. 
You’re now entering the final stages 
of your journey: the “It all fit in the 
car before. Why doesn’t it fit now?” 
phase. It will be several more hours 
before you enter the “Did anyone 
remember to grab my suitcase?” 
stage. 

Many families turn to 
federal and private student 
loans, like those offered by 
ISL Education Lending, to 
cover remaining college 
costs after savings, earn-
ings and other financial 
aid. But the options for 
college financing can be 
confusing. Here are seven 
tips for getting a student 
loan.

1. Understand the dif-
ference between federal 
and private loans. Federal 
student loans are provided 
by the federal government 
and are offered based on 
the results of the Free Ap-
plication for Federal Stu-
dent Aid filed by college 
students. Private student 
loans, on the other hand, 
are offered by private lend-
ers.

Federal student loans 
have an annual limit based 
on year of college and may 
have interest subsidized 
by the government while 
the student is in school. 
Generally, private student 
loan amounts are limited 
to the amount required to 
cover the remaining cost 
of attendance as certified 
by the school. While they 
may qualify on their own 
for federal student loans, 
traditional-age college 
students often need cred-
itworthy cosigners for a 
private loan.

Interest accrues daily on 
all student loans from the 
date they are disbursed to 
the school.

2. Think about the total 
cost of repayment before 
accepting or applying. The 
time to understand the to-

tal debt of principal, fees 
and potential interest is 
before accepting a federal 
student loan or applying 
for a private one. Gener-
ally, to help ensure that 
student loans can be suc-
cessfully repaid, ISL Edu-
cation Lending advises 
that total college debt for 
all years of college be no 
more than a realistic start-
ing salary for the student’s 
desired career.

3. Choose federal stu-
dent loans first. ISL Edu-
cation Lending recom-
mends that students accept 
subsidized and unsubsi-
dized federal Direct Loan 
Program student loans 
before considering private 
student loan options. Fed-
eral student loans typically 
have better rates, repay-
ment assistance and pro-
tections than other loans, 
including other types of 
federal loans.

4. Research private stu-
dent loan options. When 
federal student loans are 
not enough to cover the 
full cost of attendance, stu-
dents may turn to private 
loan options, such as those 
offered by ISL Education 
Lending. Because the of-
ferings by multiple lend-
ers have different features, 
and some specific details 
may be difficult to find, it 
can be difficult to compare 
them to each other. In gen-
eral, students and families 
should consider:

* Interest rates. Keep in 
mind that few applicants 
qualify for a lender’s best 
advertised rate.

* Length of repayment. 
Stretching loan payments 
out over more years may 

result in lower monthly 
payments, but it may also 
cost more in the end due to 
daily interest accrual.

* Fees, such as origina-
tion fees, prepayment pen-
alties or late payment fees.

* Repayment options 
and assistance. Compare 
the options for making 
payments during college 
to keep overall repayment 
lower, opportunities to 
delay payments in times 
of financial hardship, and 
loan forgiveness or cosign-
er release options, among 
other features.

5. Compare loans for 
parents carefully. Finan-
cial aid notifications of-
ten include federal parent 
PLUS loans. If parents or 
other adults are consid-
ering taking on debt to 
help a student with col-
lege costs, the features of 
the federal parent PLUS 
loan should be compared 
to those of private loans 
for parents. Because these 
loans generally cannot be 
transferred to the student 
later, borrowers should be 
aware of their repayment 
obligations as well as the 
features listed above for 
private student loan com-
parisons.

6. Complete application, 
disclosure and certifica-
tion forms promptly. The 
student should follow in-
structions from the college 
to accept any federal stu-
dent loans.

If a private loan is nec-
essary, the applicant will 
need the student’s and the 
borrower’s Social Secu-
rity number. The lender 
will also require names 
and contact information 
of references to contact in 
the future if the borrower 
is unreachable. Tradi-

tional college-age students 
may also need to have the 
names and contact infor-
mation of one or two co-
signers, who will complete 
an application after the 
student submits the initial 
application.

Be prepared for the lend-
er to request a credit report 
for the borrower and co-
signers. You may also be 
asked to provide paystubs 
or tax returns for under-
writing purposes, and the 
college will likely need to 
certify the loan amount.

After a private loan is 
approved, the borrower 
will need to accept the 
loan and review final dis-
closure documents and 
a self-certification form. 
Completing all these steps 
promptly will ensure the 
loan funds are sent to the 
college in a timely manner.

7. Know when to refuse 
or cancel a loan offer. If a 
student is offered more in 
federal student loans than 
is truly needed, some or 
all of the funds may be de-
clined. The student should 
follow instructions in the 
offer notification or finan-
cial aid portal to decline 
a full or partial offer; the 
college financial aid office 
can also assist.

A private loan offer can 
be refused after approval 
if the interest rate offered 
isn’t suitable. If circum-
stances change after a loan 
has been accepted but be-
fore the funds have been 
sent to the college, the loan 
amount may often be can-
celed or reduced without 
consequences.

Learn more about the 
private education loans 
ISL Education Lending of-
fers at www.IowaStudent-
Loan.org.
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Cattlemen’s Heritage Beef Compa-
ny has announced its intention to sell 
guaranteed shackle space for 10 years 
at its planned 1,500-head-per day 
beef-processing facility in northwest 
Mills County in an effort to provide 
pricing stability for independent cat-
tle producers in western Iowa, eastern 
Nebraska, southeast South Dakota, 
northwest Missouri, northeast Kansas 
and southwest Minnesota. The facil-
ity has been proposed for a parcel 
of land northwest of the Interstate 
29-Highway 370 interchange. 

“A daunting problem for beef pro-
ducers, even after they’ve sold their 
livestock to a processor, has been the 
inability to know definitively what 
day their cattle will be accepted for 
harvest. All too often, that problem 
leads to added costs and reduced 
profits or even a loss for producers,” 
said Chad Tentinger, the project’s 
lead developer and a fourth-genera-
tion cattle producer. “Because a true 
producer-processor partnership and 
a mutually beneficial relationship are 

the cornerstone and foundation of the 
Cattlemen’s Heritage business model, 
we know that our shackle space 
program is a win-win for everyone 
involved.”

According to a Cattlemen’s Heri-
tage Beef Company press release, 
producers will be able to place a 
deposit of $50 per shackle. Within 
30 days of the company’s construc-
tion loan closing, a final payment of 
$200 per shackle would be required. 
Following the plant opening, which 
is tentatively scheduled for the first 
quarter of 2024, producers would 
receive a $50 payout per delivery on 
each shackle that they have reserved. 
The $50 annual payout would be in 
effect for 10 years, generating $500 
in revenue over the life of the agree-
ment.

“Obviously, that’s a two-to-one 
return on each shackle, which will 
help family farmers earn a better 
return on every head of livestock that 
they process through the Cattlemen’s 
Heritage facility,” Tentinger said.

Cattlemen’s Heritage Beef Com-
pany noted that recent news reports 
indicate that 98% of marketable meat 
processed in the U.S. comes from “a 

mere 50 facilities.” When pandemic-
related plant closings were exacer-
bated by other crises, including fires 
and cyberattacks, states and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture launched 
a range of efforts to encourage addi-
tional shackle space, the press release 
stated. 

Trade organizations, including 

the National Cattlemen’s Beef As-
sociation, have promoted a number 
of incentives to increase the amount 
and diversity of shackle space as well 
as competition within the processing 
industry.

Cattlemen’s Heritage Beef Compa-
ny is a corporation led by Tentinger, 
founder, and owner of Ten Corp 

Inc., and an Iowa cattle producer. 
Tentinger hopes to provide a market 
for cattle raised by smaller, indepen-
dent cattle producers. In June 2021, 
the company announced its plans to 
build the $325 million beef process-
ing facility in Mills County. The 
plant is projected to employ up to 
750 workers.
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Architectural rendering of the proposed Cattlemen’s Heritage Beef Company’s beef processing facility in Mills County.

COURTESY PHOTOS / GLENWOOD GARDEN CLUB

The Glenwood Garden Club has resumed giving out the “Yard of the Month” award for the upcoming summer months. The award is given out to those who put in the hard work and effort to improve the 
appearance of their landscape. The July “Yard of the Month” award was presented to Gail and Verline Schwab of 21973 Grizzley Ave. The Schwab’s landscape involves a variety of different plantings, 
raised beds, garden area, deck, pergola and building for storage. The Schwab’s have a love and appreciation for an appealing landscape including many assorted flower and plant containers, hanging 
baskets, birdbaths and feeders and metal and concrete sculptures. This beautifully landscaped yard contains a well-balanced mixture of mature trees, various sizes and types of shrubs, perennials 
and annuals. Guests are greeted in the front yard and entry by flower containers and an inviting bench for seating. A Korean lilac tree adds the right amount of interest to this neatly-kept front yard. 
The backyard deck area displays a stunning array of colorful flower and plant containers. The Schwab’s have spent many years cultivating their yard by expanding, replanting and adding new plants 
and structures. Gail has done most of the brickwork himself throughout the years. The Schwab’s have even hosted their daughter’s wedding on their backyard deck and utilized their landscape flow-
ers for wedding photos. Their favorite plant is the dark purple lilac because of its fragrant scent. Their newest gardening adventure is experimenting with growing peanuts in large flower pots. 

Yard of the Month

Beef processor to offer guaranteed shackle space at Mills County plant
By JOE FOREMAN
EDITOR

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation seeks ‘Grow Your Future’ Award’ applicants
Iowa Farm Bureau Federa-

tion (IFBF) is seeking appli-
cations for the next “Grow 
Your Future” Award winner. 
This competition, reserved 
for IFBF members ages 18-
35, is for entrepreneurs with 
a farming-related niche or 
specialty business.

First, second and third 
place finalists will receive 
$7,500, $5000 and $2,500, 
respectively, to expand their 

businesses. To apply, submit 
an application and short vid-
eo to www.iowafarmbureau.
com/growyourfuture.

“To make the family farm 
work, a majority of today’s 
young farmers have off-
farm income,” says IFBF 

President Brent Johnson. 
“We have seen ingenious 
ideas result from that situ-
ation. Iowa agriculture is 
incredibly diverse, and past 
Grow Your Future Award 
participants exemplify that. 
Farmers in this contest have 

raised crickets for human 
consumption, developed suc-
cessful direct-to-consumer 
markets and helped further 
Iowa’s water quality goals 
through custom cover crop 
services. Our goal is to help 
the next generation of farm-
ers excel in whatever method 
of farming they choose.”

Up to 10 entrepreneurs 
will be selected from the 
applicant pool and then nar-

rowed down by public vote. 
Those who emerge from the 
vote will compete in a pitch-
off during the 2023 Young 
Farmer Conference on Jan. 
28, 2023, where top three 
placings will be announced.

The winners of the 2022 
Grow Your Future Award, in 
order, were Lillie Beringer of 
Beringer Family Farms, Jade 
Moret of Holland Flower 
Farm and Melissa Nelson of 

Hungry Canyon.
“The Grow Your Future 

Award allowed me to share 
my story and financially take 
my beef sales to the next 
level with increased freezer 
space,” says 2022 first-place 
winner, Lillie Beringer. “I 
enjoyed networking with 
like-minded, young farmer 
entrepreneurs and was truly 
humbled by the opportunity 
and constant support.”     

106 Harrison St. Griswold IA • 712 778 2534

Sign-On Bonus! 
RN/LPN Full-time $10,000, Part-time $5,000
CMA/CNA Full-time $5,000, Part-time $2,500
Wound Care Nurse Full-time

We are looking for experienced and dedicated professionals to assume key FULL-TIME and PART-TIME day, evening 
and overnight shifts on our nursing team! You must be committed to team-oriented outcomes and quality care.

We can offer a comprehensive benefit and compensation package that includes:

For an Immediate Interview, apply in person by calling Kim@(712) 778-2534 or email your resume to

Griswold@tutera.com
To apply online, visit: griswoldnursingrehab.com Scroll to the bottom & click on CAREERS

• Excellent Starting Wage!
• Pay for Experience!
• Shift Differentials!

• Medical, Dental and Vision!
• Vacation, PTO, & Holiday!

Lily Fest
1.25 acres of daylilies to see in full bloom

Potted plants available for purchase

Hillsdale Lily Garden
61258 US Hwy 275, Glenwood, IA | located 2 miles South of Hwy 34

Saturday, July 16
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Donations accepted for the Tanner Foss Project

Live Music Concert
• 11:00 to 5 p.m.

Crafters 9 to 2

Food Available for purchase by the
• Fremont Cattlemen's Association & 

Sugar Makery
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